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St. Mark M. B.
Annual Springs
Variety Concert
Celebrates 50 Years

SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

was we dressed in evening
gowns in pastel colors.”
“We would sing a variety of
spiritual songs which would
uplift our souls,” Queen Powell
said.
“The late brother James
Burnett work ed o n S t .
Petersburg Beach and would
bring a bus ful l o f b each
residents to the concerts,”
Maggie Gaines said. Also, I
have participated in every
concert since 1963. It is an
enjoyable occasion to look
forward to.”
Join the St. Mark Mass
Choir for 2010 Concert Sunday,
May 23 at 4:00 p.m., St. Mark
M. B. Church, 1301 37th St. S.,
St. Petersburg. Special guests
will include Dr. Phillip Combs,
Church Music Consultant,
Madison, FL, Dr. Kenneth
Thornton, Director of Music,
Salem United Methodist Church
of New York, and The Delta
Dolls from the Tampa Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority. For additional information contact Christler Christir
at 727-865-8011 or Rhonda
Jackson at 727-894-6045.

Franklin Gray

ST. PETERSBURG – The
up c o ming Annual S pring
Variety Concert for St. Mark will
mark a community celebration
that has been taking place now
for over 50 years. “The concert
was started by Ora Lee Howard
who served Travelers Rest, St.
Mark, Friendship and Bethel
Metropolitan Churches as their
Choir Director,” Franklin Gray
expressed. “At the end of the
year Howard and her assistant,
Edna Bell Simmons, would pull
all of her church choirs together
for an annual concert. Howard
would also include her piano
students.” Franklin Gray was
one of her students.
After Howard stopped coordinating the church choirs, St.
Mark, under the leadership of
Pastor W. J. Glover, continued to
hold the yearly concerts which
was coordinated by Ruby
Pearson and Franklin Gray.
“Over the years the concerts
got larger and larger and better
and better,” Willie Mae Williams
expressed. Another highlight

Bay Point Pearls
Evening Of Elegance

MAY 20 - MAY 26, 2010

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY STEVE MARSHALL
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - It is
vital to make an early impact on
the lives of young people.
Principles that are taught,
values that are imparted, and
lessons that are learned can
shape young ladies and young
men into well polished and productive citizens. A Bay Point
parent caught this vision and
assisted in making it come to
fruition. The Pearls was started
last Feb., 2009 at Bay Point
Elementary with a 4th grade
group only. Fifteen girls were
inducted last year. Currently
there are about fifteen 4th
graders and fifteen 5th graders
in the Pearls program.
A Bay Point parent, Stacey
Hughes, wanted to create a
program for the girls similar to
the 5000 Role Models
m en t o ri n g p ro g ram . Aft er
researching the viability of the
program by speaking with
education professionals at
Azalea Middle and Campbell
Park, the Assistant Principal,
Angela Owens, decided that
a mentoring program should
start at Bay Point.
The name of the Pearls at Bay
Point was chosen because pearls
are a beautiful, natural creation
just like our young women. A
pearl is created gradually and with
time it becomes more and more
beautiful. Our young women are
like that — with a little guidance
and assistance, each one can
embrace her gifts and become an
outstanding individual. Also,
pearls are a symbol of classic
grace and elegance — just think of

Photograph courtesy of Gino of EasyWaylt.com
Back row from left to right: D'asia Hobbs, Marcus Everett, Breasia Martin, Darius Banks,
L'Kherra Thomas, Sh'Mar Threadcraft, Tyneisha Kelly and Jervon Newton.
Middle Row from left to right: Silence Lawes, Marquez Walls, Jasmine Ortiz Jerquan Newton,
Makayla Green and Troy Redding. Front row from left to right: Jocelyn Jackson,
Joshua Miley, Breanna Perez, Trajan Trueblood, Destine Marshall, Jabri Dennard, Dana Sims,
Kamasi Peterson, Holleigh Bohannen and Ramon Moss.

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis! We
want to instill a belief in our girls
that they are wonderful individuals who have style and grace.
Teachers recommended some
of the participants while others
were accepted based upon
parental requests. The program’s
focus is to instill a desire for
academic excellence, provide
tools that enable the Pearls to be
safe at home and school, assist in
setting goals for academic,
personal, and career success, build
self-esteem, and confidence, teach
etiquette, pursue personal development, instill good personal
hygiene
habits,
encourage
personal
responsibility
and

promote diversity.
Recently they celebrated “An
Evening of Elegance” that
featured the Pearls who were
escorted by the 5000 Role Models
of Excellence, a mentoring
program for young men. The
event was held at the renowned
Farley/Rutland Estate. The
delightful evening was filled with
class as the sassy Pearls, adorned
in beautiful white gowns and their
trade mark pearl ear rings, were
escorted by the handsome young
gentlemen into a room filled with
proud parents, relatives and guest.
Steve Marshall, columnist
for The Weekly Challenger, was
the master of ceremony for this

grand affair. School Superintendent
Dr. Julie Janssen gave welcoming
words and the children and
attendees enjoyed a great lesson
regarding planting good seeds by
keynote speaker and School
Board Member, Nina Hayden.
The Pearls were presented an
award by City Council Member
District 5, Steve Kornell. Jovante
Wright, District Coordinator for
the Role Models program, spoke a
few words and heavenly music
was rendered by Shyann Roberts.
Other leaders who were on hand
were Dr. Givens of Pinellas
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ST. PETERSBURG - The
S t . P et ers b u rg S ect i o n ’s
Bethune Recognition Luncheon
will culminate the Founder’s
Day celebration of the local
section of The National Council
of Negro Women, Inc.( NCNW).
The keynote speaker, Ayakao M.
Watkins will challenge the
organization from their theme:
“Honoring the Commitment to
Serve.” The luncheon will be
held Saturday, May 22, 11:30
a.m. at the Historic Orange
Blossom Dining Room, 220 4th
Street N.
The celebration will also pay
tribute to the members for their
longevity and above and beyond
the call of duty to the organization. Being honored are past
presidents Dianne Speights,
Mary Clowers, Vera Noble, and
Wauretta Guilford

The National Council of
Negro Women is an organization
of organizations that promotes
empowerment and unity among
black women and other women
in matters affecting the educational, cultural, economic, social
and spiritual life of people. For
decades, the National Council of
Negro Women, Inc. has represented the interests of black
women on a national level,
energized by a grassroots membership of affiliated organizations and concerned individuals.
NCNW was inspired by Dr.
Ma r y M c L e o d B e t h u n e ’s
wisdom, vision dream and
legacy. Her vision brought to
life in 1935. For tickets or addit i on a l i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e
contact Rhonda Jackson at 727894-6045. Signora Farris serves
as the local president.

Above, Keynote speaker,
Ayakao M. Watkins

Right, Chairperson,
Rhonda Jackson
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

(NNPA)
It
actually began last
year, when there were serious signs
that blacks were not preparing to
show up for several important
e l e c t ions . The gube rnatoria l
elections of John Corzine, the
incumbent Democrat of New
Jersey and Creigh Deeds, the
Democrat of Virginia contesting
for an open seat. Both of the states
have sizeable black populations
with Virginia at 20 percent and
New Jersey at 14 percent, yet both
candidates lost – though not just
due to the black vote.
Now, in 2010, another series of
important elections are coming up
and the issue of whether blacks
will turnout is still in the air. There
is the election of Arlen Specter of
Pennsylvania, who changed his
affiliation from Republican to
Democrat to draw support from the
popular Obama. He will surely
need blacks in Philadelphia to turn
out because the city has a substantial impact of statewide elections
contributing about 600,000 votes
to the process. Blacks who make
nearly half of the city population at
(45 percent) are crucial, but voted
70 percent against Specter when he
was a Republican, but he squeaked
out a statewide victory in any case.
Now the issue is whether he
can be trusted and whether that

care bill, in his quest for Governor,
has angered the largest black
political organizations, Alabama
New South Coalition headed by the
influential Hank Sanders and the
Alabama Democratic Conference
headed by Joe Reed - a powerful
actor who also heads the Alabama
Education Association.
While this has led them to
endorse Davis’ primary opponent
Sparks, Davis has picked up
endorsement from groups like
the Alabama Citizens for
Constitutional Reform as well as
his CBC colleagues such as Jesse
Jackson, Jr. and John Lewis.
Otherwise, in North Carolina
Democratic establishment candidate
Cal Cunningham, Secretary of
State Elaine Marshall and AfricanAmerican attorney Ken Lewis are
running for the Senate. But while
Lewis, who is running behind in
third place, has been endorsed by
the two members of the CBC, G.
K. Butterfield and Mel Watt and
other black officials, the Charlotte
Black Political Caucus has
endorsed Marshall. Here again, the
black vote, apparently split, could
make the difference.
In Georgia, African-American
Labor Commissioner Michael
Thurmond has decided to run for
the Senate against Republican
Johnny Isaacson. And although
polls are showing him running
behind Isaacson 52-31 percent he
faces little opposition in the

( N NPA) - F ive
years after Hurricane
Katrina's swift but devastating
assault on the Gulf Coast and my
hometown of New Orleans, a slow
moving but massive oil spill in the
Gulf could have an even more devastating impact on the region's
shoreline, wildlife, economy and
people.
While the BP oil company has
accepted full responsibility and
moved quickly to coordinate containment and clean up of the spill,
the company's efforts thus far have
not resulted in capping the flow of
more than 200,000 gallons of oil
into the Gulf each day. With the
spill spreading, fear mounting and
the region's multi-billion dollar
fishing industry shutting down,
the Obama Administration has
mobilized all appropriate govern-

ment resources to assist BP in
tackling what may well be an
unprecedented
environmental
disaster.
La st week , t h e p res i d en t
and members of his response team,
including Coast Guard Commandant,
Thad Allen; Homeland Security
Secretary, Janet Napolitano;
Interior Secretary, Ken Salazar and
EPA Administrator, Lisa Jackson
toured the region and pledged to
spare no effort to fix the problem.
Lisa Jackson, the nation's
first Afric an -Am eri can E PA
Administrator, grew up in New
Orleans. While in the region, she
met with members of the local
shrimping and fishing industries
to assess the spill's potential
economic impact. During
meetings in Saint Barnard Parish
and at a church in New Orleans's
Ninth Ward, she made it clear that
BP must train and hire local
fishermen and boaters to help with

the clean-up. Nobody knows the
marshes and waterways better than
the local fishermen, many of
whom are out of work as the
region's huge seafood industry
grinds to a halt.
Administrator Jackson has
also deployed a specially designed
aircraft to assist in the collection of
air samples and to provide photo
documentation of the spill's enviro n m en t al i m p act . S h e h a s
directed EPA personnel on the
ground to support the Coast
Guard's efforts. All told, the
Ob am a Ad m i n i s t rat i o n h a s
committed 10,000 personnel, more
than 270 vessels and dozens of
aircraft to assist in containment
and clean-up efforts.
New Orleans is a city on the
mend. A dynamic new Mayor,
Mitch Landrieu, has just taken
office. The New Orleans Saints
are Super Bowl champions. And
the city continues to rebuild and
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primary and his campaign hopes
that his recent entry could eventually change the numbers. Down
the road in Savannah, Regina
Thomas, former State Senator, will
take on John Barrow again.
Barrow who is white represents a
45 percent black district, but he is a
leading member of the Blue Dog
conservatives Democrats in the
House. Turnout, however, in her
last bout with Barrow, was inexplicably low at 24 percent, if it does
not improve, the result will likely
be the same.
Much has been made of the
fact that a legacy of the Obama
victory is that 32 black
Republicans are running for the
House. But this will not be the
“year of the black Republican”
because 80 percent of them are
running against opponents who
have a margin of victory on their
last election of 55 percent or more
and one-third of them are running
against comfortable members of
the CBC. The Congressional
Quarterly says that only four or
five could make a reasonable
showing at the primary and general
election level. Most also face
districts that are heavily minority
where Republican candidate do
poorly, so if blacks do not turnout
they could create the conditions
under which lightening could
strike and a few could conservatives could win.

rebound in the aftermath of
Katrina. Now an oil spill the size
of Rhode Island threatens to make
landfall. One wonders how much
the people of the region can take.
The oil recovery effort is a
complex operation that must be led
by BP and the federal government.
But, once again, the spirit of
community, self-help, and empowerment that makes New Orleans
and the Gulf Coast so great is
making its presence known.
Citizens are stepping up to do their
share - as volunteers, as workers,
and as protectors of the environment.
We join all Americans in continuing to pray that a disaster can
be averted. And we applaud the
Obama Administration and leaders
like EPA Administrator, Lisa
Jackson, for doing all they can to
protect the region's environment,
jobs and people.

RATE REDUCTION SPECIAL!

*Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $25 for 6 month or $50 yearly • First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________ City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________
Phone No:_________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or) Renewal ❏

Date: _______________

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922

Fax (727) 823-2568

Readership: 100,000 monthly

New Orleans - The Oil This Time

MARC H. MORIAL
NNPA COLUMNIST

The Weekly Challenger Office:

www.theweeklychallenger.com

The Post-Obama Election Malaise
question is a deterrent to many
showing up at the polls, even
though President Obama campaigned in the State and in the City
for Specter. In fact, some are
viewing this as a referendum on
Obama’s political power right now.
Turnout for Specter could be
he lped by t h e can d i d acy o f
African-American State Senator
Tony Williams for Governor, but
he is running behind opponent Dan
Onorato at this writing.
Then, there are primaries
featuring high-profile black candidates, Kendrick Meeks of Florida
for U. S. Senate and Artur Davis
of Alabama for Governor both
members of the Congressional
Black Caucus. Meeks is running
ahead of his opponents former
Miami Mayor Maurice Ferre and
former North Miami Mayor Kevin
Burns and has $3.5 million in the
bank, but the theater around sitting
Republican Governor Charlie
Crist who will run as an independent creates a three-way race and
polls now have Marco Rubio, Tea
Party darling, leading both.
Again, the black vote is crucial
to Meeks chances but he has also
campaigned in Latino, military,
Haitian and other districts just as
forcefully.
Artur Davis is also leading his
rival Agriculture Commissioner
Ron Sparks, but his decision to
reject the black vote and to vote
against President Obama’s health
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dancing For Their Stars!
Local Dancers to compete for Scholarships

LARGO – Ranging in age
from 16 to 18, four local students
will dance across the stage at the
Ruth Eckerd Hall May 27 at 7
p.m. to compete for thousands in
scholarships at Walker’s Rising
Stars. The finalists, like competito rs in popular te le vision
programs that recognize emerging
talent, began the “road to
Walker’s” at local auditions that
began in January. They advanced
to compete in rounds of auditions
designed to whittle more than 200
applicants to a handful of finalists
in categories that include: vocal,
instrumental, dance, drama, visual
and video arts.
Aishwarya Challa is a senior
in the International Baccalaureate
(IB) program at Palm Harbor
University High School. She has
been dancing her entire life, specializing in Indian Classical
dancing, particularly Bharath
Natyam. She passionately loves
to share her native dance with
others. She has wanted to be a
Walker’s dance finalist since ninth
grade. Aishu hopes for a big
audience May 27 to watch the
amazing performances and
support all the Walker’s finalists.
Dance is such a beautiful art and
she hopes the audience will appreciate her performance and help
encourage her to pursue her talent
throughout her life! She will be
attending Boston University in the
fall.
Naomi Houston is a senior at
the Pinellas County Center for the
Arts in St. Petersburg. “Tears
streaming down my face, an
explosion of laughter, a frustrated
yell of anger are all reactions to
emotions in which I experience

every day.” Art never fails to
morph her negative mindset into a
positive outlook on society, school
and life in general, whether it is
music, visual, drama, or dance.
Of all the beautiful arts in this
world, dance is her escape from
reality. “Without the presence of
art in my life I truly believe that I
would not be as passionate about
anything I love as I am today. I
would not have learned to let little
things go and move on with life,
and I most certainly would have
not gained a sense of serenity and
peace.” She believes that all art
forms bring beauty into a
sometimes, sad world. Dance and
art have truly helped her become
passionate about life.
Emily Molinaro is a senior at
Clearwater High School. She has
danced her entire life and attributes her enthusiasm and dedication to the Tutterow Dance
Academy where she has studied
and danced for the past 12 years.
Emily will be attending Florida
State University this summer with
plans to see where her passion for
dancing will take her. She hopes
to express her love of this art to the
audience in the Walker’s Rising
Stars final performance!
Eva Richardson is a junior
and a dance major at the Pinellas
County Center for the Arts
(PCCA) at Gibbs High School.
She began dancing at age 3 and
has danced for 14 years at the
Jeanne Lynn Dance Studio. She
has recently been seen in PCCA’s
music theatre senior project productions of Peter Pan and
Thoroughly Modern Millie. She
also performed in PCCA’s ballet
The Nutcracker this year. Last

summer she enjoyed studying at
the Broadway Theatre Project.
She would like to thank Dr.
Walker for having this competition and for allowing her to be a
part of it and also thanks the many
people that have supported her
this year.
The final competition
program also includes performances by finalists in the categories
of vocal music, drama, and instrumental music, plus video profiles
of the visual arts finalists and the
screening of the winning piece in
the first-ever video arts award
category This annual talent
showcase is widely regarded as
the best entertainment value in the
Tampa Bay area. The $10 tickets
($5 for seniors) may be purchased
directly at the Ruth Eckerd Hall
ticket office, 1111 McMullen
Bo o t h R o ad , C l earwat er.
Call 727-791-7400 or visit
www.rutheckerdhall.com (service
fees apply for phone and online
orders). Groups of 15 or more can
purchase tickets for $7 by calling
727-712-2717.
Walker’s Rising Stars was
founded in 2003 by Bonati
Institute neurosurgeon and
Pinellas Education Foundation
board member, Dr. Jeffrey Walker.
The program is produced by the
Pinellas Education Foundation
and presenting sponsors are
Kane’s Furniture and Bright
House Networks.
The Pinellas Education
Foundation is an independent,
non-governmental not for profit
organization whose mission is to
enhance and improve education in
Pinellas County Public Schools.

Junior Docents Bring History To
Life At Heritage Village

LARGO - Each summer,
teens from Pinellas County join
the volunteer team at Heritage
Village. Approved as a Bright
Futures Scholarship volunteer
location, Heritage Village's Junior
Docent Program encourages teens
aged 12 to 17 to learn about local
and Florida history by participating in the fun, action-packed
Passport Adventures in History
program. Teens learn to provide
historical house tours, demonstrate fun living history activities,
play historical games, sing and
much more. Applications are
now being accepted.
To receive an application, email heritagevillage@pinellascounty.org. Training dates for

teens will be June 9, 10 and 11
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day.
All high school juniors must
attend at least one training date.
Junior docent orientation for all
juniors will be Saturday, June 5,
from 10 a.m. to noon at Heritage
Village, 11909 125th St. N.,
Largo, FL 33774. Parents are
encouraged to attend.
For more information and to
receive a junior docent volunteer
application form, call (727) 5822125.
Heritage Village, operated by
Pinellas County government, is a
21-acre living history museum
located in the heart of Pinellas
County at 11909 125th St. N. in
Largo. It is adjacent to Pinellas

County Extension and the Florida
Botanical Gardens. The village is
open
Wednesday
through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. It is
closed on major holidays.
Heritage Village brings to life
more than 150 years of rich and
colorful local history in a picturesque, cool landscape of
palmettos and pine trees. More
than 25 buildings and structures
are restored, authentic and full of
fun. Anew, self-guided EnterAction
adventure welcomes families and
reveals secrets of the past.
For
information,
visit
www.pinellascounty.org/heritage
or call (727) 582-2123.

PTEC Is Training Truckers

BY: KATIE TAWNEY
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pinellas Technical Education
Center (PTEC) is training
students for jobs outside the
state since Florida’s unemployment is at a record high.
“There are jobs out there;
they just may not be in
Florida,” said PTEC instructor
Albert Ferguson.
PTEC’s Tractor Trailer
Truck Driver Program has
been around since 1988,
training students for employment in the trucking industry.
During the nine-week course,
students experience a thousand
miles of hands-on road driving
in various conditions.
Students are also required to
understand and comply with
the Department of
Transportation safety regulations, vehicle operation regulations, cargo handling, trip
planning, vehicle inspections,
maintenance and servicing as
well as basic vehicle control
procedures and maneuvers.
Ferguson drove tractortrailer trucks for a living until
on e d a y t h e c o m p a n y h e
worked for closed its doors
with no prior warning.
Ferguson was stranded in the
middle of Oregon with a truck
full of timber marked for
Hurricane Katrina repairs. He
used personal money to deliver
the load, refusing to abandon
what he saw as a good cause.
Then, Ferguson returned to
PTEC looking for sources to
find another driving job but
ended up accepting the
position as an instructor for the
truck-driving curriculum.
The program at PTEC
costs about $2,100 and is part
of the Florida Department of

Education.
Once students
complete the course and pass
the on-site test, they receive
the “Class A” Commercial
Drivers License (CDL) issued
by the Department of Motor
Vehicles.
To b e a d m i t t e d t o t h e
trucking program, students
must have a safe driving record
and comply with state and
federal licensing requirements.

Albert Ferguson guides
a trucking student
during practice

Students are also required to
submit to a drug screening and
ba c k g r o u n d c h e c k . M o s t
trucking employers require
applicants to be at least 21
years old.
In March, the unemployment rate in Florida was 12.2
percent. In Pinellas County, the

unemployment rate for the
month of January was 12.7
percent.
With few Florida jobs
available, recent graduates of
the trucking program are
seeking employment outside
the Sunshine State.
“If the students are willing
to leave, there is work out
there for them,” said Laura
Kingsland, an instructor at

PTEC for 18 years. Kingsland
is also a 17-year veteran truck
driver.
Juan Sanabria was a
refugee from Venezuela and
part of the Pinellas Refugee
Education Program. Sanabria
completed the tractor trailer
course and is now working in
the oil fields of Texas hauling
heavy equipment.
“There is always a need
for truckers,” Ferguson said.
“The economy can’t roll
without us.”
Neighborhood News
Bureau is a working newsroom
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate
journalism students. To report
your community news, contact
us at 727-327-2129 or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

Advocate for Abused Children
CLEARWATER - Be the
voice for an abused or neglected
child.
A Guardian ad Litem
works with a professional staff
and an attorney to ensure that a
child has a safe, caring and
stable environment.

The next training will be
June 8 to July 8 at the Pinellas
Criminal Justice Center, 14250
49th St. N., in Clearwater.
Hundreds of volunteer
Guardians ad Litem are urgently
needed to be a child’s voice in
court and the child welfare

system. The average time needed
is six to ten hours a month.
Call 727-464-6528 to
arrange to attend a 30-minute
orientation
For more information
and an application go to
www.guardianadlitem6.org.

We Welcome Your
Letters To The Editor

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS

Lease $449.00 plus tax, 39 months
12K Year, ZERO DOWN,

0% Available up to 60 months w.a.c.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

FIRST PAYMENT AND
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED.
IN STOCK UNITS ONLY M.S.R.P.
$37,540.00 Stock #CT10061
Tax, tag, dealer fee extra.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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Raytheon Engineer And
Aviator Honored For
Technical Expertise

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Raytheon is pleased to
announce that Carl Wilkerson,
Senior Engineer of Florida
Region, was one of 48 recipients to be recognized for
demonstrating outstanding
technical skills, displaying
exceptional leadership, and
providing significant contributions.
For his accomplishments,
Wi l k e r s o n w a s a w a r d e d
“Technical Honors”, one of the
company’s most distinguished
awards for engineers working in
a highly technical job assignment. He is currently working
on the E4-B aircraft, which is
sometimes called the “Flying
White House” and is part of the
Air Force 1 fleet.
“Individuals such as Carl
continue to be among our role
models, our innovators and our
keys to future success,” said
Mitch Lee, Raytheon VP and
Florida Site Executive.

As an honoree, Wilkerson
will have the “With Honors”
designation added to his current
title. He was formally recognized during National
Engineers Week with a plaque
signifying his achievement and
also a cash award of $1,000.
Of the 48 recipients in the
highly competitive selective
process, Wilkerson was the only
African-American and was
promoted shortly after receiving
the designation.
“Since I was chosen for
Technical Honors I realized that
in order to succeed, my desire
for success was greater than my
fear of failure,” he explained.
“As one of the few AfricanAmerican Certified Commercial
rated pilots, flight instructors
and aircraft owners in the bay
are a, I was fo rt u n at e an d
extremely blessed to have
achieved something that seemed
somewhat distant.”
For information on careers

Carl Wilkerson

in Engineering or Aviation feel
free to e-mail him at
cgwilk2000@yahoo.com
Raytheon Company, with
2008 sales of $23.2 billion, is a
technological and innovative
leader specializing in defense,
homeland security and other
government markets throughout
the world. With a history of
innovation spanning 87 years,
Raytheon provides state-of-theart electronics, mission systems
integration and other capabilities in the areas of sensing;
effects; and command, control,
communications and intelligence systems, as well as a
broad range of mission support
services. With headquarters in
Waltham, Mass., Raytheon
employs
73,000
people
worldwide.

Debunking Myths Of Diabetes
Doctor Reveals How Diet and Supplements
Can Prevent And Treat Diabetes

SUBMITTED BY DR.
SHERRILL SELLMAN

ST. PETERSBURG - The
ranks of those who suffer from
diabetes are rising, and the
tragedy is that it is largely preventable.
That's the opinion
o f D r. S h e r r i l l S e l l m a n
(www.syntra5.com), who saw
one of her own cousins die
tragically primarily because
they did not manage their
illness correctly.
"The news about diabetes
isn't good," she said. "The
incidence of Type 2 diabetes in
adults is reaching epidemic
levels, which is not easy to
achieve for a disease that is not
contagious. Moreover, children
are becoming diabetics at a
faster rate than ever before.
One in three children born
today will become a diabetic in
their lifetime. Over the course
of the last 10 years, there has
been a 1,000 percent increase
in these cases."
The statistics from
Wellness International Network
tell a tale of a disorder that is
running rampant in the U.S.,
which has been designated the
most obese nation on the
planet.
Between 8 percent and 45
percent of newly diagnosed
cases of childhood diabetes are
Type 2, and are associated with
obesity. Whereas 4 percent of
childhood diabetes was Type 2
in 1990. That number has risen

to approximately 20 percent in
2010. Of children diagnosed
wi t h Ty p e 2 d i a b e t e s , 8 5
percent are considered obese.
One in four overweight
children is being diagnosed
with
impaired
glucose
tolerance, an early sign of Type
2 diabetes.
"I watched two of my
cousins suffer dramatically
from diabetes-related
blindness and then amputations," Sellman said. "One of
my cousins eventually died
from those complications.
What still makes me cry is the
fact that neither of them had to
suffer. If they could have
simply managed their blood
sugar through diet and lifestyle
choices, they'd both be living
happy, fulfilling quality lives
today."
Three myths that Dr.
Se l l m a n w a n t s t o d e b u n k
include:
- It's JUST a fat person's
disease — "Being fat is not a
cause of diabetes," she said.
"Obesity is an indicator that
someone isn't managing their
diet and blood sugar correctly.
You can be relatively average
in terms of your weight, but
still be at risk.
- If I get diabetes, the meds
will keep me healthy — "Most
people think diabetes is treated
with insulin, and as long as you
take your shots, everything is
okay," she added. "But that's
Type 1. Type 2 diabetes is
typically treated with oral med-

ications that have their own
issues, including risk of congestive heart failure, heart
attacks, stroke, chest pain,
diarrhea, nausea, vomiting and
indigestion.
- Diabetes can't be
prevented or controlled just
through diet and lifestyle —
"In most cases, diabetes can be
prevented entirely through diet
and lifestyle choices," Sellman
said. "Moreover, research
studies indicate that proper diet
and exercise can help control
other symptoms of diabetes
like elevated cholesterol and
hypertension. Certain combinations of natural ingredients
c a n b o o s t t h o s e e ff e c t s ,
such as the combination of
nutrients found in Syntra-5
(www.syntra5.com),
which
was proven in a clinical study
to reduce blood sugar levels
three times greater than traditional diabetes pharmaceuticals."
Sellman is motivated by
her family's stories to convince
everyone that blood sugar that
isn't controlled, is an issue for
everyone, and not just
diabetics.
"At the rate we are going,
simply being an American will
place you in a high risk group
for diabetes," she said. "I
cannot stress firmly enough
that people should do everything they can to get and stay
healthy, and manage their
blood sugar so that they don't
have to suffer the way my
family did."
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

By
Cherin L. Stover

Courtesy of

$600,000 Saved In Tax Filing Fees
At Free Pinellas VITA Sites
Total Refund Dollars of Almost $5 Million Claimed
There was much to celebrate at the recent Wealth
Building Coalition of Pinellas County’s Volunteer/Partner
Recognition Ceremony, including the news that volunteers at
eleven free Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites
saved taxpayers $600,000 in filing fees. The total refund
dollars claimed through the sites was almost $5 million
dollars, almost $2 million of which was Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) money. Over $800,000 Child Tax Credit
dollars were claimed. This money goes back into the communities and directly benefits families and children.
In addition to celebrating the impressive numbers, volunteers, sponsors and partners came to celebrate and honor
those whose efforts during the tax filing season touched and
improved many lives during this difficult economic time.
Volunteers shared remembrances of helping people such as
the single-mother who did not know how she was going to
afford the down payment on an apartment. She was encouraged to go to a free tax prep site and save the filing fees for
part of the down payment. She used direct deposit, received
her refund within eight days, made the down payment and
was able to provide shelter for herself and her child. As well,
through the tax site she was linked to an expert who was able
to assist her with debt problems. Providing free services and
linking community members to other assistance is critical to
the work of the Wealth Building Coalition and its partners,
including the Neighborhood Family Centers, supported by
JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County.
This was the 21st year that JWB has participated in an
EITC Community Outreach Campaign. JWB, the major
sponsor of the Wealth Building Coalition (WBC), worked in
tandem with WBC to reach out to schools, businesses,
churches, non-profits and others to encourage taxpayers to
claim all the credits to which they were entitled at free tax
preparation locations and to use the refund dollars and
savings to pay bills, improve credit, open bank accounts and
learn about other ways to use their money to build secure
futures for their families.
The Wealth Building Coalition, JWB, the Neighborhood
Family Centers and other nonprofit partners work year-round
to link community members to a continuum of services, from
claiming benefits, linking to job training and jobs, participating in youth after-school and summer programs, participating
in financial education workshops for youth and adults, and
joining in many community events as well as taking
advantage of the free tax preparation service. Many
Neighborhood Family Centers serve as VITA locations.
This filing season Dr. Jim Fellows, USF St. Petersburg
Bank of America Professor for Business, recruited seventeen

interns and ten volunteers. Each intern provided seventy-five
hours of tax preparation. Dr. Fellows worked at all but one of
the eleven sites, putting in 100 hours. Adam Bild, VITA Chair
for Stetson College of Law, recruited over fifty volunteers.
There were numerous community volunteers who participated. Without this assistance, the VITA program would not be
possible.
For the fourth consecutive year, the IRS honored the
Sanderlin Center VITA Team for preparing returns with over
half a million EITC dollars, the most EITC dollars for a
single tax prep site in the Tampa Bay area. All the VITA sites
are to be congratulated for a successful season: Enoch Davis
Center, Childs Park YMCA, Daystar Life Center, Pinellas
Opportunity Council, Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of
Commerce, Lealman and Asian Neighborhood Family
Center, GRAYDI Neighborhood Family Center, High Point
Neighborhood Family Center, Martin Luther King Jr.
Neighborhood Family Center, and Union Academy Family
Center – CAP.
Enoch Davis Center served the community for the 18th
year as a VITA site. Everyone associated with the VITA
program will always treasure the privilege of knowing Joe
Mahon, who passed away in April. Joe helped anchor Enoch
Davis Center’s VITA program for many years and was
beloved by his fellow volunteers, Enoch Davis staff, and the
community he so enjoyed serving.
Ultimately, the season-end celebration and remembrance
reflect the sense of community. Volunteers train and prepare
taxes for the reward of serving community. Community
members benefit in numerous ways and express great appreciation, returning year after year to the sites and
volunteers/staff with which they have shared their trust, often
bringing family and friends with them. This past tax filing
season, the VITA site volunteers prepared many tax returns,
bringing millions of dollars to the community. The
community is enriched, and all of the VITA volunteers
believe the work with the community has enriched their lives.
That’s something to celebrate.
The Wealth Building Coalition’s mission is to promote
and expand economic and financial opportunities for lowand moderate-households throughout Pinellas County,
including promotion of community awareness of Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child Tax Credit (CTC), free tax
preparation, financial education and mainstream banking
opportunities. WBC is supported by JWB Children’s
Services Council of Pinellas County and The Weekly
Challenger.

May 22 - Classic Auto, Bike and Truck Show THe Pier,
800 2nd Ave. N.E. 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. This
quarterly Classic Auto, Bike and Truck Show . If you
are interested in participating in the show, please
contact Richard at camerguylargo@yahoo.com, or by
phone at 727.331.9684. Contact Richard Gormont
Email:camerguylargo@yahoo.com
Phone:727.331.9684
May 23 - Time to Party ! ! ! AL DOWNING TAMPA BAY
JAZZ ASSOCIATION, INC. IS HAVING ITS FIRST
ANNUAL PARTY AND EVERYONE IS INVITED! The fun
starts at 3 p.m., Sunday May 23rd at The Palladium
Theater’s Side Door Cabaret 253 Fifth Avenue No. St. Petersburg Music will be provided by the fabulous
Ruth Eckerd Hall/Clearwater Jazz Holiday Combo
Refreshments - Cash Bar Bring a few $ $ $ to bid on
some wonderful prize baskets! (All proceeds will go
to our scholarship fund)
Jungle Boogie. Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, 1101
Country Club Way S., 11:15 a.m. Every Wed and
Thurs. www.stpete.org/boyd or 727-893-7326. For
ages 3 to 5, from crafts to walks in the Preserve, your
child will learn about Florida's natural ecosystems,
animals and plants. Every Wed. and Thurs. Cost:
Admission for the child of $1.50 plus a $1.00 program
fee. Parents are encouraged to stay.

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M
WE INVITE YOU TO A MAJESTY OF ISRAEL PILGRIMAGE
Our 6th 5-Star Luxury Tour during this early fall season...

Jr. Bishop Lawrence & Minister Clifford Livingston
YOUR TOUR HOSTS 6th TOUR
1016 25th Street East
Palmetto, Florida 34221

November 1 – 12, 2010 - Total Fee 3,442.00 – for 12 Days*
(Round trip Miami, FL – Tel Aviv)
*(Tips, taxes, and fuel surcharges are included)

Please Call 941-713-4492 or 941-713-4766

National Council
of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

68th Annual Founders’ Day
presents

Bethune Achiever’s Luncheon
Saturday, May 22, 2010
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified Optometric Physicians

Advertise Your Business In

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

CLIP THIS COUPON & SAVE

(727) 896-2922

Donation: $35

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

The Weekly Challenger
Advertising Dollars Pay YOU Back!

Orange Blossom
Historic Ballroom
220 Fourth Street North
St. Petersburg, FL

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
Dr. Frogue’s Hair Salon Suites
Rent
al Bo
2535
Dr. MLK Jr. Street South
oth
Avai
St. Petersburg, FL
lable s

CALL 727-224-9930

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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NORTH PINELLAS

American Recovery And
Reinvestment Act 2009

THE WEEKLY

Funding Provides Collaborative Job Training/Placement
With Advantage Training Systems
ST. PETERSBURG Praised by the business owner
for their accomplishments and
ability to succeed, 17
graduates of Advantage
Tra i ning Sys tems were
h o n o r ed in a gr a duation
ceremony Saturday, February
6, at the Royal Theatre in the
Mid-town area of St.
Petersburg.
The collaborative efforts
of P inellas O pp ortunity
Council Inc. and Advantage
Training Systems funded by
the ARRA (America Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of
2009/Stimulus), provided
training for participants in job
readiness skills, customer
service fundamentals,
computer skills, preparation
for National Retail
Ce rt i f ication and re sume
writing. Friends and families
of the graduates came to show
their love and support.
Through tears, the owner and
operator, Gloria Campbell
spoke about the potential of

each participant, how difficult
it had been for many of them
to complete the training, how
she refused to allow them to
quit, and how desperately she
wanted them to succeed. The
guest speaker, Mac Williams,
from Bright House Networks,
offered hope and inspiration to
the graduates. He used the
GPS system which represented G for setting goals, P for
persistence, and S for striving
to keep moving forward. The
highlight of the occasion was
given by one of the graduates,
Shanell Nash, who spoke of
her fears and struggles and
how she was able to overcome
them. This was a second
attempt by Nash to complete
the training, but as she stated,
“she fell but she got up.”
For 22 ye ars AT S h as
successfully provided this
training to the community.
Through the efforts ofATS and
POC several of the participants have obtained employment at businesses such as;

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

State Farm Insurance Co.; Ace
Hardware Store, All
Children’s Hospital, Manatee
Sheriff’s Department, Pinellas
County School System, Wells
Fargo, Beall’s Outlet, Martin
Luther King Jr. Center, and the
Largo Diagnostic Clinic.
Additional ARRA funded
programs operated by POC
include; limited assistance to
help clients alleviate utility,
rent/mortgage and other emergencies, educational/training
placement, youth leadership/
development, job placement,
self-employment, information/
referral services and
mentoring and entrepreneurial
opportunities for students to
expand their career choices
and community awareness.
POC is also collaborating with
Florida Medical Prep,
Go o d wi l l In d u s t ri es , S t .
P et ers b u rg C o l l eg e, an d
others, providing educational,
training and job placement
opportunities.

OBITUARY

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

Marilynn Brundidge

Born June 21, 1960 to
Alma Brantley, she came to
St. Petersburg, FL from her
native home in Panama City,
FL in 1970. She was a
graduate of Boca Ciega High
School and traveled overseas
as a military wife, staying in
Germany for over six years.
Marilynn was a very loving
person and enjoyed helping
others. Her hobbies included
sewing and cooking. On
Monday, May 3, 2010 she
passed away at St. Anthony’s
Hospital. She is preceded in
death by one brother, Thomas
L. Brantley. She leaves to
cherish her memories a
loving husband; Bernnie
Brundidge, a very loving and
devoted
mother;
Alma
Brantley, two daughters;
Ericka and Chantay Clark, a
step-daughter; Patricia Black,
one son; Bobby Clark, Jr.
(Quevedo),
one
sister;
Jeanette Brantley-Johnson,
brothers; Stanley Johnson,
Dexter Flowers and Nicholas
Brantley and grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, cousins and
loved ones.

B Y

SCOOP

N A T H A N I E L

Welcome to the “The Weekly Scoop”
highlighting activities, events, movers,
shakers and milestones in North Pinellas
County.
North Greenwood Panthers
The Panthers are enrolling for the fall
football season. Registration is Saturdays
at 1190 Russell St., Clearwater or call 727442-9600.
Mt. Olive A.M.E.
Congratulations to Mt. Olive A.M.E.,
Clearwater on their 116th Anniversary.
Mt. Olive is located at 600 Jones St.,
Clearwater, FL 33755. Rev. LaTanya
Floyd, Pastor.
Mt. Moriah A.M.E.
Mt. Moriah will be hosting the 11th
District Episcopal Conference June 13 15. The Church is located at 722 Disston
Ave., Tarpon Springs, FL 34689. Pastor is
Rev. R.T. Stallworth.
Willa Carson Health Resource
Center
WCHRC is hosting a free educational
luncheon May 28, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
To p i c : O s t e o p o r o s i s a n d S t r o k e
Awareness. Lunch is provided by the
Clearwater/Largo Chapter of the National
Black Nurses Association. WCHRC is
located at 1108 N. Martin Luther King
Ave., Clearwater.
Prodigy Cultural Arts Program
Prodigy is enrolling teens for their performing arts program at 908 Palm Bluff,
Clearwater. Call 727-483-9452 for information.
New Pediatrician
Carmen Wilson, Executive Director of
Faith In Action of Upper Pinellas just
returned from speaking at the National
Faith In Action Conference in Orlando.
She has plans to attend her niece, Bridgett
Battles, graduation at Meharry Medical
College in Nashville, where she has also
completed her residency and is beginning
her career as a pediatrician.
Off to Arkansas to Play Football
Alton “AJ” Taylor, son of Alton, Sr.
and LaShonda Taylor, and graduate of
Countryside High School will attend
University of Arkansas, Pine Bluff. A.J.
was the star running back of the Cougars
scoring 25 touchdowns this past season.
Life Force Cultural Arts Academy
Life Force is located at
1751 Kings Highway, Clearwater, FL
33755. Phone: 727-216-3519. Jai Hinson,
Founder/Executive
Director.
Key
programs:
- Life Force Academic and Cultural
Enrichment (A.C.E.) afterschool program
- Monday thru Friday, 2 - 6 p.m.
- Be True To You (Girls mentorship
ages 9 - 11)

P A T T E R S O N

,

J R

.

- Young Gents (Boys mentorship, ages
6 -17)
- Explore The Arts (performing arts
summer camp) ages 5 - 17, from 7 a.m. 6 p.m.
- Dundu Dole Urban African Ballet
- The Chocolate Nutcracker
Citizen Alliance for Progress (CAPS)
the sponsor of Union Academy. Executive
Director, David Archie. 401 E. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Dr., Tarpon Springs, FL
34689. Phone: 727-934-5881. Primary
programs:
- Health and Wellness Education
Session with Ayako Watkins - Mondays
and Wednesdays, from 6 - 7 p.m.
- Youth Leadership Meeting, Mondays
and Wednesdays at 5 p.m.
- Afterschool Program Monday thru
Friday, from 2 - 6 p.m.
- Senior Dining, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, from 10:30
a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
- Summer Camp begins June 14.
Entrepreneur of the Week:
Arthonia Godwin, owner of Godwin
Upholstery and Interiors, is a former
President of NAACP, Clearwater/Upper
Pinellas County Branch and a Deacon at
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. His business
was awarded the 2008 Small Business of
the Year by the Clearwater Regional
Chamber of Commerce. He is located at
911 Myrtle Ave., Clearwater, FL 33755.
Organization of the Week:
Through civil rights advocacy and
community
organization,
the
Clearwater/Upper Pinellas County Branch
of the NAACP is working to improve the
political,
educational,
social,
and
economic status of minority groups and
eliminate racial prejudice. The Branch
keeps the public aware of the adverse
effects of racial discrimination and takes
lawful action to secure its elimination.
The Branch service area encompasses the
City of Largo, north to Tarpon Springs.
Branch President is Alma Bridges.
NAACP, Clearwater/Upper Pinellas
County Branch General Membership
meetings are the third Monday of the
month, 7 p.m. Meetings are held at the
Martin Luther King Jr. Center, 1201
Douglas Street, Clearwater.
The Branch primary programs are: Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, the
second largest in Pinellas County (January
17, 2011); The Kennedy-King Membership
Tea in November and ACT-SO youth
program. For more information contact
727-461-7191 or mail P.O. Box 2073,
Clearwater, FL 33757.
Send your comments, listings, promotions and new business listings to bizspecialistus@yahoo.com .

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

John W.E. Bowen, Sr.

John Wesley Edward
Bowen (December 3, 1855 –
July 20, 1933) was born into
American slavery and became
a Methodist clergyman,
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o ff i c i a l ,
college and university educator
and one of the first AfricanAmericans to earn a Ph.D.
degree in the United States. He
is the first known AfricanAmerican to receive the Ph.D.
from Boston University, which
was granted in 1887.
Bowen was born in New
Orleans, the son of Edward
Bowen and Rose Simon
Bowen. Edward Bowen, a
carpenter, was originally from
Maryland, lived in Washington,
but moved to New Orleans,
where he was enslaved and
held in bondage until he
purchased his own freedom. In
1858, he purchased freedom for
his wife and son, then three
years old. Edward Bowen later
served in the Union Army
during the Civil War. Rose
Simon Bowen was the granddaughter of an African princess
of the Jolloffer tribe on the west
coast of Africa. (This information comes from a one page
anonymous biographical sketch
of Bowen while he was still
living)
After the Civil War, J.W.E.
Bowen studied at the Union
Normal School in New
Orleans, and New Orleans
University, a university established by the Methodist
Episcopal Church for the
education of freedmen. Bowen
received a Bachelor of Arts

degree with the university’s
first graduating class in 1878.
From 1878 to 1882, he taught
mathematics, Latin and Greek
at Central Tennessee College
(formerly Walden University)
in Nashville.
In 1882, Bowen began theological studies at Boston
University. While a theological
student, he was the pastor of
Revere S tree t M et h o d i s t
Episcopal Church in Boston.
When he com p l et ed t h e
requirements for the Bachelor
of Sacred Theology (S.T.B.)
degree in 1885, his classmates
selected him as one of two
students to speak at commencement exercises.
After graduation, Bowen
became pastor of St. John’s
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Newark, New Jersey. He
received a Master of Arts
de gree from New Orl ean s
University in 1886. He married
Arie l S erena Hed g es o f
Baltimore, in 1886. They
became the parents of four
children.
In that same year, Bowen
entered the Ph.D. program at
Boston University in historical
theology. He also did special
advanced work in Greek, Latin,
Hebrew, Chaldee, Arabic, and
German, and in metaphysics
a n d p s y c h o l o g y. B o s t o n
University conferred the Ph.D.
degree upon him in 1887.
Later, Gammon Theological
Seminary made him its first
recipient of the honorary
degree of doctor of divinity.
B owen wa s ch i efl y a
pastor after completing his
doctoral degree. He pastored
the C ente nnia l M et h o d i s t
Episcopal Church in Baltimore
and also served as a professor
of church history and systematic theology at Morgan College.
A gifted preacher, Bowen
conducted a notable revival

during this pastorate in which
there were 735 conversions.
Bowen also served as pastor of
Asbury Methodist Episcopal
Church in Washington, and as a
professor of Hebrew at Howard
University.
From 1889 to 1893 Bowen
was a member and examiner
for the American Institute of
Sacred Literature. In 1892 he
published “What Shall the
Harv es t B e? A Nat i o n al
Sermon; or A Series of Plain
Talks to the Colored People of
America, on Their Problems.”
He represented the Methodist
Episcopal church at the conferences of world Methodism in
Was h i n g t o n i n 1 8 9 1 an d
London in 1901.
Bowen retired as head of
the church history department
of Gammon in 1926 but
continued to teach until 1932,
when he became an emeritus
professor.
Bowen and his wife were
the parents of four children.
One of the children, John W.E.
Bowen, Jr., graduated from
Phillips Exeter Academy,
Wesleyan University and
Harv ard Un i v ers i t y. He
became, like his father, a
prominent figure in the
Methodist Episcopal church,
and was elected a bishop in
1949.
“Who has not heard of John
Wesley Edward Bowen, who
was born in New Orleans in
1855, educated there and at
Boston University and has
worked at Morgan, Howard
and Gammon? For twenty-five
years while at Gammon he has
been the kind of upstanding
figure in the Methodist
Episcopal Church which has
made that church hesitate to get
rid of him and his kind.”
(W.E.B. Dubois from The
Crisis, 1918)

Stormy Weather Singer Lena Horne Dies At 92

Is there anyone in the world,
above the age of twenty, who has
never heard of Lena Horne? I
seriously doubt it. I’m honored to
share with you a few of my thoughts
upon hearing of her passing.
Enchanting, charming,
enthralling, alluring, and damn sexy
jazz vocalist and actress, Lena was
born in Brooklyn, June 30, 1917.
She passed away May 9, in New
York. Although, when discussing
Horne, one would more often than
not connect her to the lamenting,
signature tune “Stormy Weather”,
many of us also acknowledged her
triumph over the bigotry she experienced. She would entertain white
audiences but not socialize with
them. Once while making reference
to white people, she said “I was
unique in that I was a kind of black
that white people could accept, I was
their daydream. I had the worst kind
of acceptance, because it was never
for how great I was or what I contributed. It was because of the way I
looked.”
And, man oh man! How fine
she looked! I can remember the
couple of times when I first saw
Lena on the silver screen. It was in
the motion pictures “Cabin In The
Sky” and “Stormy Weather.” At that
time, the only other black movie
actresses I had seen in a movie was
Hattie McDaniel and Butterfly
McQueen. I believe I sat and
watched both of those movies no
less than three times. I thought Lena
was simply gorgeous, and so did my
buddies who were with me.
Many years later, I can

remember watching newsman Ed
Bradley’s interview of Lena on the
“60 Minutes” television show.
Bradley is another AfricanAmerican, we can be proud of who
became one of the most recognized
journalists in America shortly after
joining that program. In fact,
somewhere, I read that around mid1990, the popular magazine TV
Guide held a poll of the “Most
Trusted TV News Personalities”, and
in the area of “Confidence”, Bradley
placed second behind TVicon Walter
Cronkite. His talent was apparent
with two Emmy Award winning
interviews at the beginning of his
tenure with the popular program.
This past Sunday, once again, I
had the opportunity to watch the 60
Minutes program that featured the
perceptive interview of Lena for
which Bradley received his first
Emmy. I was able to observe that as
delicate as Lena was, she became so
comfortable with the youthful
Bradley that during a walk in Central
Park, she instinctively took hold of
his hand. The act in itself was
beautiful, in as much as, I was able to
watch as two African-American
icons bonded as one.
When I learned about Lena’s
death, I immediately started looking
for my book, written by her daughter
Gail Lumet Buckley, “The
Horne’s”, which Lena had autographed for me, while we were both
attending an affair at the Marriott
Hotel in New York City. Lena and I
were in the process of taking a photo
together, and I asked her to
autograph the book. She looked at
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me with her beautiful bright eyes,
smiling and showing her beautiful
white teeth, while at the same time
saying with a Southern drawl…
“For you Rick Gee, of course!” She
gave me the feeling that I was the
only man in her life. Needless to say,
my legs turned to jello, and I could
barely continue to stand up.
Anyway, this weekend I sadly
remembered lending the book to
someone. They have never returned
it, and now I cannot remember who
it was. Has that ever happened to
you?
Lena Horne will forever be
known as one of the most popular
African-American entertainers of
the twentieth century. All will agree
that Lena’s physical attributes were
astonishing, in as much, as it seemed
that she never aged; surely a woman
of great beauty. On stage, Lena
simply took over with her unassailable stage presence. She performed
in nightclubs, concert halls, movies
and on radio and television. Anyone
who has had the pleasure of seeing
her in person, I’m certain will never
forget how they felt by being in her
presence.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

HOROSCOPES
MAY 20 - MAY 26, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

If you are finding it hard to concentrate
on a project at work, begin imagining it
successfully completed. Work steady and
stay calm this week. This week is a good
time for personal inventory.

You are a superstar at work. Efficiency
seems to be your middle name. As you
go your charming way, don't forget to
delegate tasks with a smile.

Things are going your way in wonderful
ways this week. Happy news may arrive
from a distance, and on the home front,
a romantic question may be answered.
Friends are glad to be with you. All in all,
a very pleasant week! Enjoy!

VIRGO
TAURUS
Mental fog lifts and you are sharp as a
tack once again. You'll be making decisions about partnerships and joint
finances. A very happy week is in store.

GEMINI
Exercise prudence this week in your
handling of personal funds. Let your
mind wander into the future and you'll
receive the happy answer that you are
looking for. Time shared with a partner
this week will be very enjoyable.

CANCER
Work with a partner or colleagues goes
exceptionally well this week. You receive
praise for a job well done! Feel free to
change your mind regarding a personal
issue. News from a distance arrives.

A relationship may be heating up. Make
sure you know what you want, then go
ahead. Minor challenges on the home
front are easily dealt with.

LIBRA
You make important progress at work
this week by seizing the initiative and letting your leadership abilities shine. What
you do makes things better for everyone
around you, so rock steady. Meetings
and conversations go especially well.

SCORPIO
Pay attention to the details in your big
bright beautiful picture this week. You'll
handle everything that comes up if you
keep your focus sharp. A grand social
event is in store for the week.

CAPRICORN
Your social life gives big rewards during
the week. However, give attention to
e-mail contacts. Don't be afraid as your
mental horizon expands into new areas.

AQUARIUS
Your relationships can receive a big
boost from a trip that beckons. Business
is also highlighted. Your strong mental
energy is sustained through the week.
Work it out by talking it out.

PISCES
Get in touch with those who can help
you achieve your goals. Place the accent
on initiative. Romance, passion and work
are singing in harmony this week and
this week.

8
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Celtics Top Magic, Take 2-0 Lead

Paul Pierce

BY ANTONIO GONZALEZ

O R L A N D O ( A P ) - To o
slow? Too old?
Try two wins from the NBA
finals.
Indeed, the Boston Celtics
look like they saved their best
this season for when it mattered
most.
"I know," Boston's Paul
Pierce said. "It's starting to look
that way."
Pierce scored 28 points,
Rajon Rondo had 25 and the
revived Celtics again avoided a
late collapse to take a commanding lead in the Eastern
Conference finals with a 95-92
victory over the Orlando Magic
in Game 2 Tuesday night.
Boston bullied and bruised
its way to a 2-0 series lead on the
road against a Magic team that
had won 14 straight until this
series.
After being hampered by
injuries for much of the season,
often showing their age, the
Celtics are now just two wins
away from their second finals
appearance in three seasons.
"I think we are becoming the
team that started the season,"

Rivers said. "The team that
started the season was pretty
good."
Maybe even good enough to
take down the defending conference champion Magic.
Dwight Howard had 30
points, and Vince Carter and J.J.
Redick scored 16 a piece for the
Magic, who overcame an 11point deficit to take a brief lead in
the fourth quarter. But they
couldn't hold it.
Jameer Nelson's desperation
3-point attempt airballed at the
buzzer, sending fans to the exits
in silence.
"I won't stop believing,"
Howard said. "And I won't let my
teammates stop believing."
Game 3 is Saturday night in
Boston.
"Our fans won't let us relax,"
Pierce said. "We're going to try
and close it out in four games."
The Celtics buckled down
just enough to hold in this one.
Ahead 11 points early in the
fourth quarter, that almost wasn't
enough. The Magic, just as they
did in Game 1, found their
rhythm late.
They went on a 13-4 run to
trim Boston's lead to 85-83 with
about six minutes left. Carter's
jumper with 4:05 remaining gave
Orlando a 90-89 lead with 3:35
remaining, and then the Celtics
summoned their championship
form again.
Kevin Garnett and Rondo
made consecutive jumpers, and
after Nelson made a layup, Pierce
answered with two free throws
that put Boston ahead by three.
Carter missed two free
throws with 31.9 seconds left that
cost Orlando dearly. It must have
felt all too familiar to Magic fans
who
watched
Howard's
damaging misses at the stripe in
Game 4 of the NBA finals last

year and Nick Anderson's four
bricks in Game 1 of the 1995
finals.
Only another footnote for
Boston's remarkable history.
Two years removed from
their 17th NBA championship,
the Celtics, once thought too old
to contend for another title, have
found their footing again. After
ousting LeBron James and the
Cleveland Cavaliers, the team
with the league's best record,
Boston is showing no signs of
stopping.
"Just think our mindset was
to be ready for the type of
intensity they would bring after
losing at home," Pierce said. "We
know the Magic are a talented
team and we won't take these two
wins for granted."
Before the final heave,
Redick also made a crucial
mistake by dribbling to half court
before calling timeout. That
wasted seconds and forced the
Magic to take the ball out from
beyond half court.
The result was a shot that
didn't reach the rim.
"It would have made a big
difference," Magic coach Stan
Van Gundy said. "We said in the
thing to call a timeout. We didn't
make the right play there at the
end."
Redick took the blame.
"I made a mistake," he said.
"I didn't hear the whistle initially.
When I didn't hear it initially, I
just kind of went, then I realized
we should have called a timeout.
So that was my fault.
Boston again started fast.
The Celtics, who took a 20point lead in Game 1, went ahead
by 11 in the first quarter. It wasn't
until backup center Marcin
Gortat and Howard - a rare combination this season - teamed
together that Orlando showed

any fight.
With the Magic feeling
intense postseason pressure for
the first time this year, Orlando
went on a 16-2 run behind the
two centers.
All the pushing and pulling
would finally spill over.
Pierce was knocked in the
head hard by Howard on a layup
attempt in the second quarter, a
punishing display of anger that
the Magic center rarely shows.
Pierce got up after a minute,
clearly upset, his headband
twisted to the side. Howard was
called for a flagrant foul.
The Celtics would go ahead
by five after Howard picked up
his third foul moments later.
Before they could deliver another
big blow, Matt Barnes hit a 3pointer as the shot-clock buzzer
sounded in the final seconds for
Orlando to trim Boston's lead to
53-51 at the half.
The Celtics are feeling good,
but not overconfident.
"The feeling of the team right
now is just focus," Pierce said.
"Only thing we did was win two
games."
NOTES: Magic coach Stan
Van Gundy defended his close
friend and Florida Marlins
manager, Fredi Gonzalez, for
benching Hanley Ramirez after
the star shortstop didn't hustle for
a ball. Van Gundy said Gonzalez
was "perfectly justified" and he
and the Marlins' manager
exchanged text messages about
the situation. Even though
Celtics coach Doc Rivers lives
permanently near Orlando and is
a former Magic coach, family ties
apparently come first with his
children. "They're all more dad
fans than NBA fans," Rivers said.
"At least that's what they tell me
when they ask for allowance."
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Blackhawks Beat Sharks
4-2 To Take 2-0 Series Lead

Dustin Byfuglien

BY JOSH DUBOW

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP)
Dustin Byfuglien and Jonathan
Toews scored on deflections 90
seconds apart in the second period
and the Chicago Blackhawks
rolled to their record-tying seventh
straight road win in the playoffs, 42 over the San Jose Sharks in
G a m e 2 of the We stern
Conference final Tuesday night.
Andrew Ladd and Troy
Brouwer also scored and Antti
Niemi made 25 saves for the
Blackhawks, who have a 2-0
series lead. This is the closest
Chicago has been to making the

Stanley Cup final since getting
there in 1992.
The series moves to Chicago
for Game 3 Friday night and Game
4 Sunday. That may not be the best
thing for the Blackhawks, who are
only 3-3 at home this postseason.
Chicago has had its most
success on the road, clinching the
first two series in Nashville and
Vancouver before taking the first
two against the top-seeded Sharks
in a heavyweight conference final.
The Blackhawks are the fifth
team to win seven straight road
games in a postseason, joining
Colorado (1999), New Jersey
(1995), and t h e New Yo rk
Islande rs (1 9 8 0 an d '8 2 ),
according to STATS LLC.
Patrick Marleau scored both
goals for the Sharks, who dropped
to 0-5 at home in two trips to the
conference final. They also lost the
first two at home to Calgary in
2004 before tying the series with
two road wins. They lost Game 5
at home and were eliminated the
following game - the closest
they've ever been to the Stanley
Cup.
Now unless they can win at
least one game in Chicago to avoid
the sweep, the Sharks won't have
another shot to win at home this
postseason. San Jose has lost all

seven playoff series after falling
behind 2-0.
After winning the opener on
Byfuglien's tiebreaking goal in the
third period, the Blackhawks took
control of Game 2 midway
through the second period.
Byfuglien and his 257-pound body
played a big role once again.
With Byfuglien planted right
in front of Evgeni Nabokov,
Patrick Kane threw a puck on net
from just inside the blue line that
deflected off Byfuglien's stick to
give Chicago a 2-0 lead 6:59 into
the second.
With Douglas Murray in the
penalty box for roughing, the
Blackhawks added to their lead
when Duncan Keith fired a shot
from the point with Toews and
Byfuglien in front of the net. This
time Toews got his stick on the
puck to redirect it past Nabokov,
make it 3-0 and silence the sellout
crowd that greeted the Sharks with
earsplitting applause less than two
hours earlier.
Marleau gave the Sharks some
life when Joe Thornton found him
alone in the circle with a pretty
cross-ice pass that cut the deficit to
3-1. But the hole proved too big
for the Sharks to overcome, especially after Brouwer tipped in a
shot from Niklas Hjalmarsson

midway through the third to make
it 4-1.
San Jose's frustration was
evident when Thornton slashed
Dave Bolland while lining up for a
faceoff, leading to a Chicago
power play.
The Sharks looked the more
desperate team early, generating
most of the scoring chances in the
opening 10 minutes but being
unable to get a puck past Niemi.
Devin Setoguchi was stopped by a
pad save off a rebound, Thornton
had a deflection and a one-timer
turned aside seconds apart and Joe
Pavelski nearly scored on a wraparound.
The Blackhawks made the
most of their chances as Ladd
carried the puck in from the
neutral zone and beat Nabokov
with a wrist shot from just inside
blue line for the only goal of the
first period. Once again, it was
Thornton's line that was on the ice
for that goal, dropping him to
minus-3 on the series and minus-9
in the playoffs.
NOTES: Toews assisted on
Byfuglien's goal extending his
points streak to 11 games. The
Blackhawks are 17-2 all-time in
the playoffs when taking a 2-0
series lead.

Wizards Win NBA's
Draft Lottery, Earn
No. 1 Pick
BY BRIAN MAHONEY

SECAUCUS, N.J. (AP)
With his championship ring
on her hand and her late
husband's dreams of another
on her mind, Irene Pollin
stood in shock as the
Washington Wizards won the
draft lottery.
Towering over her to the
side, Mikhail Prokhorov
watched the New Jersey Nets
lose yet again.
The Wizards won the
draft lottery Tuesday night,
moving up from the No. 5
spot to earn the top pick in
next month's draft, when it
will likely choose between
Kentucky freshman John
Wall and national player of
the year Evan Turner of Ohio
State.
Washington was represented by Irene Pollin, who
wore the 1978 Bullets championship ring of her late
husband, longtime owner Abe
Pollin. When the Wizards
pulled off the surprising win,
her jaw dropped and
appeared to mouth 'Oh my
God!!' with wide eyes.
Abe Pollin died at age 85
in November.
"This is very, very
special. I have been in this
my entire adult life and to be
here,
representing
my
husband, this is very special
to me tonight," Irene Pollin
said. "I think it's the culmination of my husband's dream
because he wanted another
ring and maybe this will get
us another ring."
The Philadelphia 76ers,
another disappointment this
season, moved up from the
sixth spot to grab the No. 2
pick. The Nets continued the
run of failure by teams with
the best chance of winning,
falling to the third.
Prokhorov, the 6-foot-6
Russian billionaire who was
approved as Nets owner last
week and had a front row seat
for the loss, shrugged off the
disappointment.
"Sometimes luck makes
all the difference, but it never
comes down to one player,"
Prokhorov said. "I'm sure
we're going to get a great
player. For our team, the only
way is up."
The lottery victory despite only a 10.3 percent
chance - is just about the only
thing that has gone right in a
disastrous year for the
Wizards, marred by the suspension of All-Star Gilbert
Arenas for bringing guns into
the Verizon Center locker
room. They finished 26-56
after being widely forecast to
finish in the middle of the
Eastern Conference.
Irene Pollin hopes the
lottery win will help fans
forget a turbulent season,
when the Wizards also traded
former All-Stars Caron Butler
and Antawn Jamison to cut
salary after things fell apart.
"Fans are fickle. But I
think this is a wonderful thing
for our fans who have really
stuck by us," Pollin said.
"They really have been
through a very, very tough
year. Actually when I got up
and spoke to them, I was
thanking them for sticking by

us and being so supportive
even though we had all the
problems."
Now they hope the No. 1
pick can help spark a quick
turnaround under Washington
Capitals owner Ted Leonsis,
who is close to completing a
deal to buy the franchise from
the Pollin family. Leonsis met
with some NBA owners
earlier Tuesday, and the sale
is expected to be completed
early in June.
"We have a lot of work to
do w i t h t h e f r a n c h i s e , "
Leonsis said. "The players,
the culture, the expectations,
the discipline around the
team, but I do think it is a
breath of fresh air and does
revive the franchise and gives
us a shot to be an exciting
team with a lot of expectations. I know how hard it is to
rebuild a team. I am going to
be patient but I have a strong
belief that our management
team and ownership team is
very focused."
The Nets had a 25 percent
chance of winning after going
12-70. Instead, the team with
the worst record still hasn't
won since 2004, when the
Orlando Magic selected
Dwight Howard.
Asked before the lottery
about potentially changing
the system to keep teams
from losing on purpose to
improve their probability of
winning, commissioner
David Stern said he thinks,
"the results of the lottery, if
anything, are causing teams
with the worst record to feel
as though a paucity of wins is
not being adequately recognized and compensated."
So will Arenas play with
the No. 1 pick or be replaced
by him?
"I'm just going to come in
and work hard ... just try to
win games for the organization this year," Wall said.
Team president Ernie
Grunfeld told reporters on a
conference call that earning
the No. 1 pick would not
affect the team's plans for
Arenas.
"Gilbert is still with us.
He's been down at our gym,
working out and getting
ready," Grunfeld said. "The
more good players you have,
the better."
But the Wizards will have
to do better than they did last
time they had the No. 1 pick.
That was in 2001, when Hall
of Famer and former
Wa s h i n g t o n e x e c u t i v e
Michael Jordan selected
Kwame Brown, considered
one of the biggest busts ever
at No. 1.
The losers this time were
the Minnesota Timberwolves,
who fell from second to
fourth. Sacramento (No. 5)
and Golden State (No. 6) also
tumbled - the second straight
year the Kings went the
wrong way in the lottery.
The Kings went from first
to fourth last year, but did end
up with Rookie of the Year
Tyreke Evans - who represented them Tuesday. So
maybe the Nets shouldn't lose
hope.
The NBA draft is June 24
in New York.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Black Students Carry More
Debt Than White Peers

(NNPA) - Across the U.S.,
another group of black students
have earned their college degrees
this month, and have progressed
to the next stage in their lives. But
they do so carrying the burden of
greater debt than their white
peers, according to a new study
conducted by The College
Board’s Advocacy and Policy
Center.
The study revealed that 27
percent of black bachelor’s
degree recipients in 2007-08
borrowed $30,500 or more
compared to 16 percent of whites,
14 percent of Latinos/Hispanics
and 9 percent of Asians.
Sandy Baum, the report’s coauthor,
told
BlackAmericaWeb.com
that

while the families of some blacks
and white students may have
similar incomes from their jobs
and other activities, there is an
apparent gap in their other
savings and assets, which can
give white students an edge in
paying for college and avoiding
heavy debt.
Also, experts found that
parents and students who take out
private loans may find themselves in higher debt than those
who take out federal loans,
mainly because private loans
often hold higher interest rates
and there is no government protection to limit payment amounts.
“Some folks will sign the
papers without looking at the fine
print, and they end up with loans

with high interest rates,” said
Wil LaVeist, co-author of
“8 Steps to Help Black Families
Pay for College” told
BlackAmericaWeb.com.
LaVeist urged parents and
students to pay close attention to
all documents when signing for
college loans. But he said
students can avoid the loan
process and the possible burden
of future debt altogether by
getting good grades before
entering college.
“I see too many kids focusing
on being social in high school,”
LaVeist
told
BlackAmericaWeb.com. “What
is important now is to get good
grades in high school. There will
be a college that will accept you.”

Thousands Of Guns Turned In
At Annual Chicago Event

BY KATHY CHANEY
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
DEFENDER

C H I C A G O ( N N PA ) Chicago police collected a
couple thousand more firearms
this year, compared to last
August’s efforts, during the
department’s annual Gun TurnIn program.
Residents turned in 4,050
guns — no questions asked — at
22 locations, mostly churches,
throughout the city. More than
3,300 were handguns, 660 were
air guns or replicas and 55 were
assault rifles. The May 8 event
also netted two hand grenades,
according to Chicago Police
Supt. Jody Weis, who as on hand
at St. Sabina Catholic Church,
one of the turn-in locations.

The Rev. Michael Pfleger of
St. Sabina said while his church
serves as one of the locations for
the annual event, he’s had guns
turned over to him at other times
throughout the year.
“If someone finds a gun in
their home and wants to turn it
in, I’ll take it and turn it over to
the police. I've done it a few
times before,” said Pfleger.
The morning of the event,
Rev. Jesse Jackson encouraged
residents to relinquish their guns.
“Increased access to guns
and the flow of drugs make our
streets unsafe. As we enter into
the summer, we must continue to
focus on jobs, job training, and
supervised recreation for our
youth. Inner city unemployment
rates are nearly triple the national
average,” said Jackson.
Last year, the department

netted 1,883 firearms, a significant drop from the 6,800 the
program got in 2008 and the
6,705 from the year prior.
“We had great cooperative
effort to help get the message out
about the event. The community
and local businesses wanted to
help spread the word. And, the
police department utilizing
social networking also helped,”
said News Affairs Lt. Maureen
Biggane, speculating about the
increase of guns collected this
year.
Gift cards of up to $100 were
given for each firearm turned in.
An amount for the grenades
hasn’t been determined. “All
weapons will be destroyed,”
Biggane said. The annual event
has collected nearly 20,000
firearms since the program
began in 2005.

Walk More, Feel Better,
But Be Safe

By George Rowan
NNPAColumnist

(NNPA) - Spring is in the air
and it’s the perfect time for a walk.
Walking is great for your health.
It can help with obesity and depression as well as reduce the likelihood
of chronic illnesses like diabetes,
hypertension and coronary heart
disease. In older adults, studies have
shown that regular exercise reduces
the risk for dementia. And, First
Lady Michelle Obama has started
the Let’s Move campaign to solve
the epidemic of childhood obesity.
So walking is a great activity for
everyone —young or old.
Walking is also a great way to
get around. It is a way to get to some
of the places you need to go, and a
way to get there more healthfully.
For adults age 50+ that do not drive,
cannot afford to drive or wish to
drive less often, walking can be a
cost-effective alternative. With
gasoline prices rising again, and the
cost of vehicle upkeep, people can
save money by walking more.
However, for all of the benefits
of walking and the desire of many
Americans to do so, in some communities walking isn’t a safe choice.
In some cases people are forced to
share the street with cars. AARP
believes that sidewalks should be

constructed in more new neighborhoods and that older communities
should properly maintain existing
sidewalks to limit trips and falls.
Sidewalks should be planned to
connect to destinations where neighborhood residents want to go.
Even with adequate sidewalks,
people need to be careful. A recent
AARP poll found 47 percent of
Americans over age 50 said they
could not safely cross main roads
near their home, and almost 40
percent said their neighborhoods do
not have adequate sidewalks.
According to federal data, more than
4,500 pedestrians a year have died in
the past decade.
So, how can safe walking
improve? One way is through
improved roadway design. There
are a number of engineering and
design solutions that can make
walking safer for everyone.
First and foremost, a complete
network of sidewalks in both urban
and suburban communities can
improve safety and convenience.
Highlighting crosswalks at intersections; improving street lighting to
enhance visibility; installing benches
for people to rest; and adjusting
traffic signal timing to allow more
time to cross the street all are ways to
make streets safer for those on foot.
Localities can also use traffic

countdown-timer signals so that
pedestrians know how much time
they have to safely cross streets and,
of course, all roads should be
designed with accessibility in mind.
Curb ramps and wide sidewalks
help everyone, from those in wheelchairs to those pushing strollers.
Another way to maintain safety
is by obeying and enforcing traffic
laws. Pedestrians and motorists alike
should embrace their responsibilities
by following common sense rules.
Traffic laws like yielding to right-ofway for crossing pedestrians and
speeding should be enforced, but
people of all ages should also be
responsible and not cross against the
light.
Many states, cities and towns
are solving roadway problems by
adopting “Complete Streets”
policies. Complete Streets enable
pedestrians, bicyclists and public
transit riders to share the road safely
with automobiles. More cities and
states are adopting policies requiring
their transportation agencies to
ensure that roads are routinely
designed or redesigned for all types
of users. And instituting such
standards makes it safer for residents
of all ages.
So take the time today to get out
and smell the roses – take a walk, be
safe and have fun!
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STATE NEWS
Campus Queen
Recruiting More Male
IB Students To FAMU

As the new Miss Florida
A&M University, Kindall
Johnson will revel in the pomp
and circumstance involved with
being a campus queen.
Wearing a tiara and sash, she
will appear at Rattler football
games dressed in stylish suits.
Johnson will offer a wave
typically used only by dignitaries, and beam a smile that
makes it easy to understand why
friends and family call her
Sunshine.
But her one-year reign will
involve so much more than traditional pageantry. With the
position, the Hillsborough High
graduate embarks on a new
mission of recruiting more
African-American men from
International Baccalaureate and
advanced placement programs
to FAMU, the state's only historically black public university.

You might expect Johnson,
20, to spend her time promoting
women like herself. But with
wisdom that goes beyond her
years, Johnson said not enough
is being done to help black men.
"If we want to change the
black family, the black woman
and the black child, we have to
start with making the black man
academically, spiritually and
mentally sound," Johnson said.
"The black family needs black
men who can be positive contributors to the community.
"A lot has been done to
empower the black woman, but
not enough has been done to
empower the black man, and
sometimes I think empowering
black women has come at the
expense of emasculating the
black man."
Johnson said she believes
advisers and counselors don't

Kindall Johnson

encourage a lot of highachieving black students —
male or female — to consider
FAMU and other historically
black colleges.
An IB graduate herself,
Johnson said she heard this
remark more than once: "You're
too smart for FAMU.

NAACP Endorses Supreme
Court Nominee Elena Kagan
HOLLYWOOD, FL - The
NAACP, the nation's oldest
and largest civil rights organization, unanimously endorsed
Elena Kagan, President Barak
Obama's choice for the
Supreme Court, today at their
quarterly board meeting.
"A f t e r a c a r e f u l a n d
thorough review of Elena
Kagan's record, we have unanimously voted to endorse her
nomination," stated President
and CEO Benjamin Todd
Jealous. "Elena Kagan has
demonstrated a commitment
to civil rights and equal justice
under the law throughout her
career. Kagan drew her inspiration from NAACP former
counsel and Supreme court
Justice Thurgood Marshall
who she considers a hero and
mentor. During her tenure at
the White House, Kagan
worked on issues such as
strengthening hate crimes legislation and civil rights
enforcement. As a law school
Dean, she worked to ensure a
diverse student body and
faculty. And as Solicitor
General, Kagan has vigorously defended the nation's equal
opportunity and civil rights
laws.
We l o o k f o r w a r d t o
actively supporting her nomination," Jealous said.

PEARLS

continued from front page

County Schools and Solomon
Stephens, Asst. Superintendent
and Director/Supervisor of the
5000 Role Models Program.
Everyone shared a beautiful
meal as they enjoyed the cool
breeze and wonderful peaceful
view of the bay.
Mentors for the program are
Stacy Hughes, Gina Bonewit
and Theresa Mejia Johnson,
who coordinated the event. One
person who is dearly loved by

"Elena Kagan has a track
record of bringing people
together. She is skilled at
forging legal consensus on
contentious issues," stated
NAACP Chairman Roslyn
Brock. "Civil rights is a bipartisan issue. It is central to the
core of our American values.
We believe Elena Kagan has
the ability to use her fine legal
mind, her commitment to
diversity and her ability to
build bridges to effectively
advocate in the Court for the
civil rights and democracy
enshrined in our constitution."
The organization
reviewed Kagan's available
record
on
civil
rights
including her recent authorization for the Department of
Justice and the Department of
Civil Rights to file an amicus
brief supporting the constitutionality of the University of
Texas' affirmative action
p r o g r a m i n F i s h e r v.
University of Texas and her
brief in support of AfricanAmerican firefighters who
challenged a hiring test used
by the City of Chicago under
Title VII of the Civil Rights
A c t ( L e w i s v. C i t y o f
Chicago).
"Kagan has a keen understanding of the importance of
diversity to the strength and

advancement of our nation,"
added NAACP president and
CEO, Jealous. "It is no
accident that during her tenure
as dean of the Harvard Law
School, the percentage of
African-American
students
rose from 9.3 percent to 11.6
percent. The percentage of
Hispanics in the entering class
was 6.4 percent, while it had
been 4.6 percent prior to her
becoming dean. The number
of African-American students
admitted, particularly black
men — given the national
decline in African-American
males in colleges and universities — is impressive. Her
record demonstrates a legal
scholar who clearly values the
precept of equal opportunity
as a right that is protected by
our constitution." Jealous
said.
Founded in 1909, the
NAACP is the nation's oldest
and largest civil rights organization. Its more than half
million members and supporters, throughout the United
States and the world, are the
premier advocates for civil
and human rights in their communities, conducting voter
mobilization and advocating
for equal opportunity in the
public and private sectors.

the program and has made
untiring contributions is Angela
Owens. The program is funded
by private donations from
concerned individuals and businesses. If you would like to contribute to the ongoing success of
the Pearls or would like more
information you may call Bay
Point Elementary School at
727-552-1449.
It was just wonderful
to witness these young
ladies
and
gentlemen
exemplify
professionalism, class, and elegance
that evening. Those who

contributed in anyway
should be ecstatic. More
effort, time and energy
need to be put into
programs and events such
as this. The more our
young people are exposed
to and engaged in positive
experiences, the better
chance they have to apply
those things learned in a
productive life.
Thank you for reading
and I hope you have
enjoyed your time OUT
AND ABOUT W/Steve.

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Queen Street

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Of God In Christ

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays, located in Scout Hall)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922

Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Thursday Nights: 9:15PM - 9:30PM (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00AM - 10:00AM (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15AM; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30PM ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30PM; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15PM

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Friendship

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

“God’s House In The City”

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
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Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Metropolitan
Baptist
Bethel
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as we
communicate Gods’Word at 10:00 a.m.
worship service Sunday, Sunday
School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children Rising
Wednesday evening, at 7:00. Bethel
Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church is committed to a Christ-

centered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry;
with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and Growth.
We celebrate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.
Living out these priorities results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel
Metropolitan for all ages and interests.
We also encourage the community to

make use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
The Scholarship Ministry invites
you to attend The Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet which honors our
2010 graduates Saturday, May 22, at
6:30 p.m. Naomi Dunbar is the speaker.
Tickets are available.
“Working as God’s Chosen
in 2010” John 15:16, Titus 2:14,
I Peter 2:9
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
or visit our Website: www.bmmbc.org

“Living Out Loud”

Stop hiding! Stop holding
yourself back and playing yourself
down! Stop worrying about how you
look and what people are saying. Stop
listening to what people are saying
and trying to find out if they are whispering about you. Stop waiting for
someone to tell you that you are okay
or to make you feel special. Life is
special! It is a special gift. This is your
life! Now take your gift and live it out
in the open! Decide today that you are
going to "Live out loud!"
Living out loud means having the
courage to be exactly who you are
without apology. It means admitting
your mistakes without beating
yourself up. It means not taking who
you are and what you have for
granted. Release all shame! Release
all guilt! You cannot live out loud if
you are hiding behind what was.

Living out loud means focusing on
what is, right now and that is you!
To " L i v e o u t l o u d " m e a n s
showing up as your authentic Self,
without your makeup or your toupee.
It means acknowledging your shortco min g s an d c e le bra ting your
strengths. Living out loud means
broadcasting your needs, your likes
and your dislikes as they relate to
your fears and frustrations. It means
that you let people know exactly who
you are and expect them to be as
thrilled as you are about who you are.
In order to "Live out loud" you
must have faith in yourself and in the
process of life. You must have principles you live by and standards by
which you can govern and gauge
yourself. Most important, in order to
Live out loud you must love yourself
enough to tell yourself and everyone

else the absolute truth about you.
When you can do that, you can live
out loud and be very proud about
what the world will hear about you.
Until today, you may have been
living your life in a whisper. Take one
step toward pumping up your volume.
Stand up in yourself! Stand up and be
yourself!
After reading this message, are
you now receptive to the idea that it is
time for me to stop whispering and to
start "Living out loud"
Today, would be a good day to
start broadcasting the "Truth about
Yourself"
"Thought for Today"
"Be an original, not a cheap copy"
Scripture Reading:
“A false balance is abomination to
the Lord: but a just weight is his
delight.” Proverbs 11:1

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
“Run with the Vision.” Join us
Sunday when Rev. Lawrence E. Aker,
III, Cornerstone Baptist Church
(Brooklyn) will break the bread of life
at our 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
services. Sunday, May 30, Rev.
Cokeshia Bailey-Robinson, daughter
of the renowned Rev. Dr. E.K. Bailey
and Pastor of Mount Neboh Baptist
Church (Harlem), will close-out this

month-long celebration of Pastor
Murphy’s leadership. You don’t want
to miss either of these pastors as we
celebrate Pastor Louis M. Murphy,
Sr.’s 11th Anniversary.
Do you have a daughter interesting in scouting? Contact Lisa Davis at
798.8909 or Rhonda Jackson at
735.4746. Recruitment for our Cub,
Boys and Girl Scouts is extended to
our community. Mt. Zion membership is not a requirement.
All couples are invited to attend

our Couples Ministry meeting 7 p.m.
Friday, May 21, in Room 105. Join in
the fellowship of marriage, God’s
way.
In need of a mid-week ‘pick-meup?’ Join us for our mid-day Bible
Study Wednesdays Noon-12:30 p.m.
in our Main Sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955 20
S t . S . P h o n e 7 2 7 - 8 9 4 - 4 3 11 .
w w w. m z p r o g r e s s i v e . o r g

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
The Women of Power Praise and
Strength have postponed the Dollar
Day in May event scheduled for May

22, due to the home going service for
our beloved Deacon Nathaniel Oliver.
This event will be rescheduled.

informaFor additional
t i o n contact: Sis. Denita Lowery
at 727-480-1498

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 1301 37th Street
South and under the pastorate of the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, invites the
Tampa Bay Community to the Music
Workshop and Annual Spring Variety
Concert Sunday, May 23, at 4:00 p.m.
Our Mass Choir will render songs of
praise that will include news songs
from our recent gospel workshop.
Special invited guest will include Dr.
Phillip Combs, Church Music
Consultant and workshop conductor
from Madison, Florida, Dr. Kenneth
Thornton, Director of Music at Salem
United Methodist church of New York
City, Reverend Gregory Davis of
Mount Tabor Missionary Baptist
Church of Tampa and the Delta Dolls
from the Tampa Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. We
ask that you join us for this event as we
seek to give God kingdom quality
praise.
May Calendar Events
May 21-Adult Choir Workshop 7-

9:00 p.m.
May 22-Adult Choir workshop
continued 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
May 23-Annual Spring Variety
Concert at 4:00 p.m.
May 26-29-Congress No. 2 hosted
at St. Mark. Saturday, May 29 is
Children’s Day
May 29 - Women’s Bible study at
4:00 p.m. Let’s stay F.I.T. (Faith in
Training. Wear your workout clothing
and bring your Bible.
May 30-Mission Emphasis
May 31-Memorial Day-Church
office will be closed
Also at St. Mark:
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptists Believe.”

Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday and
Thursday from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Homework help and reading tutors
available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m. for High
school Students: Senior Focus for all
H i g h S c h o o l S e n i o r s ( F C AT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essays, and financial
aid.

Stewart-Isom Ministry
Blessings upon you! Join us at
“God’s Place” for these upcoming
powerful Experiences in Worship!
On Sunday, May 23, we invite you
to celebrate Pentecost Sunday with us
dur i ng our 11 a.m . ser vi ce. We
encourage you to wear RED as we
anxiously anticipate the FRESH move
of God’s Anointing MANIFESTED
through His Holy Spirit.
We then invite you to return on
Sunday, May 30 at 4 p.m., as our
Missionary Society celebrates their
annual “Afternoon in White”. Our
speaker this year is none other than Dr.
Martha Yvonne Scott Lue Stewart of
Orlando (Oviedo), FL.
Dr. Lue Stewart, a native of
Monticello, FL, is a Professor in the
Educational Studies Department in the

College of Education at the University
of Central Florida. An honor graduate
of Florida A & M University in Speech
Pathology, Dr. Lue Stewart is the
Coordinator of the Graduate
Cer t i f i cat i on Pr ogr am i n Ur ban
Education, and she also teaches courses
in diversity, urban, and multicultural
education, at the undergraduate and
graduate levels. The daughter of a share
cropper and a domestic worker, she is
the first in her family to attend college
and was the first African-American
female to achieve the rank of Professor
at the University of Central Florida
(200l). A member of Delta Sigma
Theta, a public service sorority, she is a
member of the Orlando Alumnae
Chapter and on a national level, serves
as the Chair of the Distinguished

Professor Endowed Chair Committee.
Further, she is a member of Carter
Tabernacle CME Church in Orlando
(Dr. Vanessee J. Burns, Pastor), where
she currently serves as Superintendent
of the Sunday School and a charter
m em ber of t he Hi st or i cal and
Preservation Committee Ministry. She
also served as the Co-Author of the
history of her church, These Stones:
Pleasant Hill/Carter Tabernacle: The
First 90 Years. She is married to
Carlton B. Stewart, and is the mother of
a son, our very own Shepherd and
Senior Servant, Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr.
So join us here at 1820 Walton
Street South, where we BELIEVE our
God is SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!
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